
 

Dear AP Prep Students, 

Guess what summer brings? More time for reading!  And thinking!  While you’re at it, here are some 

big ol’ questions: What are the catalysts for maturity? Is the passage of time and celebration of birthdays enough 

to cause maturity?  What about conflict—disagreements, enemies, hardship, challenge, pain?  Or change—in 

circumstances, setting, relationships, or family structure? Is it the ability to reflect and learn from mistakes? Is it 

nature or nurture?  Do people with “easier” lives mature more slowly than those who face more challenges? 

Novels that wrestle with these types of questions are called bildungsroman, or “coming-of-age,” 

novels.  These books recount the development (psychological and sometimes spiritual) of an individual from 

childhood or adolescents to adulthood or maturity.  

No one piece of art – written, visual or musical – can answer those questions absolutely.  But all pieces of art 

can give us clues, ideas and insight about our own ideas of how humanity responds to 

change, what causes people “grow up” and find their place in this complex world.  So this summer, 

I am asking you to read a book and search for the clues, ideas and insight they give about growing up, maturity 

and the role of challenge and conflict in our lives.   

 Choose a book from the list on the back.  Important note: These are AP level books, and many 

include adult content.  Please work collaboratively with your parents/guardians to pick an appropriate 

book for you.  If you cannot purchase a book (and you aren’t expected to), you should choose one with 

the ** that is available in our book depository.  

 Plan to take the AR quiz on the first day of school. The points you earn for summer reading will 

count toward your 1
st
 quarter goal (see rubric on back).  Feel free to read more than one book! 

 

o It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to make sure you have not read this book before or taken an AR 

quiz on it at any time in the past.  If you have already taken an AR quiz on the book you choose, 

it will not count.  You will have to choose another book and start over in September.  

o With that in mind, you may want to read this book during August so it will be fresh in your mind  

 

 In a 2-3 page essay (handwritten or typed): How does the protagonist of your novel respond to 

challenges and changes?  How do those things prepare the character for adulthood/life/maturity/ the 

future (or not)?  Please include at least three examples.   Also, what do you think the author’s main 

message about maturity/coming-of-age is (hello….theme!)?  Use textual evidence from the book (that 

means quotes, folks!).  

 

What you should bring to class on the first day we meet in September? 

 The book of your choice -- yes, bring the actual book! 

 your essay 

 a curious and active mind 

 chocolate and coffee for bribes.  Just kidding! 

 

I can’t wait to meet you. Really. I love summer, but I love my students and my job even more. 

 

Mrs. Allred 



1st Quarter – AP Prep English 

Target: I can independently select, read and comprehend college level books.  I can explain the 

concept of literary merit. 

 

Bildungsroman novels 

** books available in SMHS book depository.  Limited copies of the other titles are available in the library.  

Title        Author    AR Points Possible 

**The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn     Mark Twain   18.0pts 

The Catcher in the Rye     J.D Salinger    11.0pts 

Jane Eyre       Charlotte Brontë  33.0pts 

Ender’s Game       Orson Scott Card  16.0pts 

The Secret Life of Bees      Sue Monk Kidd  15.0pts  

Gone with the Wind      Margaret Mitchell  71.0pts 

Looking for Alaska      John Green   11.0pts 

**Peace Like a River      Leif Enger   18.0pts 

**The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time  Mark Haddon   10.0pts 

Their Eyes Were Watching God    Zora Neale Hurston  10.0pts 

**Invisible Man      Ralph Ellison   30.0pts 

 

 

 

Mastery Advanced Meets Approaching 

Student earns 50+ AR 

points 

 

Two or more of the 

books are from Allred’s 

recommended AP prep. 

list. 

(currently in the library) 

Student earns 30-49 AR 

points  

 

Two of the books are from 

Allred’s recommended AP 

prep. list. 

(currently in the library) 

 

Student passes two 

quizzes on books from 

Allred’s recommended 

AP prep. list.  

(currently in the 

library) 

 

Student does not 

pass an AR quiz 

on a book from 

the AP prep. list. 

 


